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Vo lume 24, Number 5

Consultant Hired to Conduct Campus Salary Study
President Arend D . Lubbers has
selected Dr. June E. O'Neill , director
of the Center
for the Stud y
of Business
and Government o f
Baruch
College at
the City
University of
New York
(CUNY), to
study sala1y
June O'Neill
patte rns and
pay equity
fo r Grand Valley fac ulty and administrative/ professional staff.
O'Neill , who holds a Ph.D. in
econo mics fro m Columbia University,
is also a Wollman Professor of
Econo mics at the Zicklin School of
Business at CUNY. She held a fo ur-

year term as director of the Congressio nal Budget Offi ce and w as directo r
of Policy and Research at the U.S.
Conunission o n Civil Rights. O 'Neill was
a senior economist o n the President's
Council of Economic Advisors, a senior
research associate at the Urban Institute,
and a research associate at the Brookings Institutio n.

and comparable worth . Other areas
abo ut w hich she has w ritten are hea lth
insurance, welfa re, Social Security, tax
policy and education finance. In
additio n to books and articles in
professional journals, O'Neill has had
articles on policy issues p ublished in the
editorial page of the Wall Street Journal
and in other news media.

"Dr. O 'Neill has a national reputatio n
in the fi eld of econo mics, especially as
it relates to earning patterns and the
changing econo mics o f an evolving
workforce, " said the President. "She
brings an imp ressive breadth of experie nce in economic parity issues. "

O 'Neill w ill be on campus in
September to begin collecting data and
to meet with the fac ulty and EAP tas k
forces appo inted b y President Lubbers
to assist her. This is the second ste p of
an o n-going process fo r outside analysis
of salaries and the creation of lo ng-term
solutions.

A well-known econo mist, O'Neill
was elected vice p resident of the
American Economic Association in 1998.
She has been widely cited for her
research on labor market issues,
including women's work participation
and earnings, the "gender gap" in pay

"The university has made a commitment to reviewing salary parity issues as
a patt of a larger multi-year effort to
address quality-of-life and other climaterelated issues o n campus," said Lubbers.

History Professor Goode Awarded Fulbright
To Teach in Turkey
James Goode, professor of Histo1y ,
has been awa rded a Fulbright grant to
teach at Bilkent University in Ankara,
Turkey, for the 1999-2000 academic
year.
An expert o n the Middle East,
Goode w ill teach courses in American
fo re ign relatio ns in the Midd le East.
He is one of about 2,000 U.S . college
and university fac ulty me mbers to
receive Fulbright grants this year.
Goode has previo usly lived and
worked in the Middle East,
includ ing a tour of duty
with the Peace Corps in
Iran. He is an expett on

Iran in particular, having written two
books about the country. While in Turkey
in the coming year, he will also work on
research for a new book about archaeology and nationalism in Turkey, Egypt, Iran,
and Iraq , focusing on the period between
the two World Wars.
The Fulbright p rogram was established in 1946 under Congressio nal
legislation introduced by the late
Senator J. William Fulbright of Arkansas.
The program, designed to increase
mutual understanding between the
people o f the Uni ted States and other
countries, is spo nsored by the U.S.
Info rmatio n Agency.
James Goode
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Across Campus
Plant Services Receives Grant
From FEMA
Grand Valley's Plant Services Department
was awarded a grant from the Federal
Emergency Management Administration for
nearly $11,000 to cover expenses incurred
during last January's heavy snowstorms.
"We were reimbursed at a 75 percent rate
for expenses we incurred," said Tim
Thimmesch, director of Plant Se rvices . "The
grant check we received will reimburse
staff, material and equipment expenses."
Ken Stanton, Plant Services supervisor, and
Mary Greene, plant operations assistant,
worked to submit the grant request.

Seidman Professors Part
Of MBA Summer Program
In Costa Rica
The GVSU Forum is
published by the Office of
University Communications
every Monday when cl asses are
in sessio n and biweekly during
the summer. The submission
deadline is Tu esday noo n. Send
publication items to Kathlee n
Adams, editor, c/ o the FORUM
cc:Mail box. From off campus,
e mail forum@gvsu.edu.
Telephone : 616-895-2221. Fax:
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM
ONLINE on the World Wide Web
at: www.gvsu.edu/
Faculty and staff members
can find an o nline "Sketches"
submissio n form on the Web Site.

Grand Valley was well represented this
summer in an M.B .A. program at the International University of Latin America in San Jose,
Costa Rica. Of a dozen North American
faculty members who taught courses in the
program, two were from GVSU.
Associate Professor of Management
Jaideep Motwani taught a Management
course, and Gerry Simons, assistant professor
of Economics, taught a course titled "International Trade and Economic Development."

Jaideep Motwani

Gerry Simons

"A lot of universities in Latin America,
both public and private, offer M.B.A.
programs and they are all trying to differentiate themselves," Simons said. "One of the
ways IULA is doing that is by offering all
instruction in English , with all professors
from English-speaking countries ."
The other distinction of the IULA is the
accelerated degree program, with classes
meeting every week night for three w eeks.
Students can earn their M.B.A. in one
calendar year.
Students in Simons class came from
India, Bangladesh and Switzerland, but the
majority were from Latin America.
"There is a lot of interest in the M.B .A.
program in Latin America . Because of the
multinational corporatio ns setting up there,
continued on page 3
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Across Campus
continued on page 2

the re is an increasing demand for local
labo r w ith managerial skills," Simons
sa id . "Costa Rica in particula r is do ing a
very good jo b w ith what economists
like, especia lly by allowing free trade
and working o ut trading arrangements
w ith other countries.
Simo ns and Motwani were invited to
teach in the program thro ugh contacts
made by Carol Sanchez, assistant
pro fessor of Management and Directo r
of Inte rnational Business Programs in
the Seidman School of Business. Both
have been invited to teach in the
p rogra m aga in .

Music Professor's Jazz CD
Is Number One
Kurt Ellenbe rger is teaching his first
classes at Grand Va lley this week, and
already the new assistant professor of
Music is making a good first impressio n.
The jazz composer and perfo rmer
has seen the premiere CD of his
Ellenberger
Trio reach
number one
this week on
the CMJ
natio nal jazz
radio listing in
the United
States . The CD,
"Songs fro m
the Far West,"
has received
favorable reviews in Canada and Europe
as well since being released in July.
Elle nberger, who has a Ph.D. in
compositio n and 15 years o f pe rfo rmance experience, begins his new
positio n at GVSU this fall as the head of
jazz studies in the Music Departme nt.
His extensive jazz and classica l background is evident o n "Songs fro m the
Far West," with influences fro m no nWestern as well as classical and traditio nal jazz music.
In additio n to Kurt Ellenbe rger o n
piano , the Ellenberger Trio includes
Highland Community College fac ul ty
member David Dunn on do uble bass,
and percussionist Dane Richeson, a
<: ulty me mber at Lawre nce University.
'
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The trio is currently to uring to
promote the CD, which is available at
Amazon .com as well as most major
retail o utlets. They will perfo rm o n
Septembe r 14 in the Lo uis Armstrong
Theatre at 8 p.m.

Business with a minor in German at
GVSU. His work with International Aid
will focus o n health needs and serving
as a translator. Ve liaj plans to return to
GVSU fo r the w inter semeste r in
January 2000.

Albanian GVSU Student
To Work in Kosovo

International Opportunity
Open in Poland

Erion Veliaj is skipping the first
semester o f his sophomo re year at
Grand Valley this fall to go to Pristina ,
Kosovo . He sees an o ppo rtunity to
learn mo re the re than he could in w est
Michigan .

The Office of Internatio nal Affairs is
seeking a faculty directo r fo r the sho rtte rm stud y abroad program that GVSU
condu cts in Krakow, Po land. "This is an
exciting opportunity to work with the
Acade my of Econom ics in Krakow and
to accompany students o n a fi ve-week
study program in Po land next summe r,"
says Marche Haddad , d irecto r of g loba l
programs. Cand idates applying fo r the
position sho uld be able to ma ke a twoyea r comm itme nt.

Ve liaj , a
native of
Tirana ,
Albania , left
the country
o n August 17
to work w ith
Spring Lakebased
Internatio nal
Aid fo r the
next fo ur
mo nths.
"I stu mbled o nto
International Aid do ing research on the
Inte rnet and learned that they need
young volunteers to he lp w ith the relief
effo rt in Kosovo," says Veliaj, who
speaks German, Italian , and English in
additio n to his native Albanian . "I have
a passion fo r the people there and it
will be an o pportunity to learn a lot. I
w ill actually meet the people over there
that I learned abo ut in politica l science
classes as the governme nt is rebuilt
fro m scratch ."
Veliaj met Secretary of State Madeline
Albright, British Prime Ministe r To ny
Blair, and CNN repo rter Nick Robertson
wh ile in Kosovo ea rlier this summe r
during a four-week trip to assess needs
and help set up Inte rnational Aid's relief
effort in Pristina. His personal photos o f
mass graves, bombed buildings, and
refugees drew him to return for a fourmonth mission .
Veliaj is working o n a do uble major
in Po litica l Science and International

Primary respo nsibilities include
recruiting and pre paring students fo r the
summer program and acting as faculty
host to visiting Polish fa culty arri ving o n
Grand Va lley's campus in the fa ll. The
Office of International Affa irs would like
to fi ll the position by September 15. A
CV and cover letter should be sent to
Marche Haddad in the Office of International Affairs by September 10. For mo re
info rmatio n and a copy of the positio n
respo nsibilities interested applicants may
contact Haddad at x3898.

Coming Events
Schedule Set for Laker Fest
The annual Lake r Fest w ill be he ld
on Thursday, September 9, from 10 a. m.
to 3 p .m . near the Carillo n walkway .
Laker Fest is an o ppo rtunity fo r campus
departments, student organizatio ns, and
area b usinesses and no n-p rofit o rganizatio ns to sho wcase the ir se1vices to new
a nd returning students. The event will
feature free refreshments, a Habitat fo r
Humanity lost and found sale, as well
as a number of organization give-aways.
This yea r's Laker Fest w ill be held in
conjunctio n with FitFest, which will
continued on page 4
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Calendar of Events
General Events
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS
Gallery Hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. , 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Thurs.
All activities on the Allendale Campus unless othe1wise
noted. Parking is free and unreserved after 5:30 p .m.

Thurs., Sept. 2
7 p.m.: Football. South Dakota State at GVSU . Houseman
Field, Grand Rapids .
Fri., Sept. 3
6 p .m.: Volleyball at Lewis University. Joliet, IL.

Fri. ,Aug. 27-Fri. , Oct. 15
Gallery hours: Art exhibit, "The Fine Art of Contemporary
Children's Book Illustration. " Calder Gallery, Performing
A1ts Center. Call (616) 895-3196 for more information.

Sat., Sept. 4
2 p.m.: Women's Soccer. West Virginia Wesleyan at GVSU .
4:30 p.m.: Volleyball at University of Wisconsin Parkside
Invitational. Kenosha, Wl.

Sports

Sun. , Sept. 5
1 p.m.: Volleyball at University of Wisconsin Parkside
Invitational. Kenosha , Wl.

Spotts Hotline: (616) 895-3800. Game tin1es subject to change .
Wed., Sept. 1
4 p .m.: Women's Soccer at Valparaiso University. Valparaiso, IN.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Carol Griffin, assistant professor of Biology, is the author
of "Watershed Councils: An Emerging Form of Public
Participation in Natural Resource Management, " which was
published in the Journal of the American Water Resources
Association. Griffin presented a paper, titled "Evaluating
Watershed Councils," at the AWRA Annual Summer Specialty
Conference on "Science into Policy: Water in the Public
Realm and Wildland Hydrology, " in Bozeman, Montana .

American Geological Institute . The goal of EarthComm is
the publication and implementatio n of a complete high
school educatio nal program in earth science that is systemsoriented , community-based, and communi ty-oriented.

Michael P. Lombardo and Patrick A.Thorpe, associate
p rofesso rs of Bio logy, co-authored an article, titled "The
Beneficial Sexually Transmitted Microbe Hypothesis of Avian
Copulation," which was published in the May-June 1999
issue of Behavioral Ecology.

Cindy Hull, associate professor of Anthropology, was
elected to the executive board of the Central States Anthropological Society for a three-year term. CSAS is a section of
the American Anthropologica l Association.

Steve Mattox, assistant professor of Geology, wrote an
article, titled "An Exercise in Forecasting the Next Ma una
Loa Eruption," which was published in the May issue of the
Journal of Geoscience Education. Mattox participated in a
Chautauqua sho rt course in Washington, D.C., on "Women
and Minorities in Science. " He was invited to be a panelist
in Leesburg, Virginia , and to write high school curriculum in
earth science as part of the EarthComm Project fo r the

Teresa M. Beck, assistant professor of Therapeutic
Recreation, presented a paper, titled "Portfolio Applications
in Therape utic Recreatio n ," at the Southwest Therape utic
Recreation Symposium in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Claudia Bajema, M.B .A. p rogram director, was elected
president of the Grand Rapids Public Schools Board of
Education.
Kathleen Blumreich, associate professor of English,
completed a 40-ho ur mediation training program offered
through the Dispute Resolution Center of West Michigan.
The program is accred ited by the Michigan Supreme Court
State Court Administrative Office.

Coming Events
continued on page 3

to the Grand Valley work force during the spring/summer
session but d id not attend a training session must also attend.

feature a variety of activities and services provided by
Health, Recreation and Wellness.

Student sessions for the Fall 1999 semester will be held in
the Kirkhof Center on Wednesday, September 29, from 2-3
p .m. , in Cabins ABC, Monday, October 18, from 10 -11 a.m.,
in Cabins ABC, Tuesday, Novembe r 9, from 9-10 a. m. , in the
Muskegon River Room, a nd Friday, Decembe r 3, from 2-3
p.m., in the Grand River Room.

University departments w ishing to have a table at Laker
Fest sho uld call the Student Life Office at x2345.

Student Employee Training Dates Set
Students who are new to the Grand Valley work fo rce must
attend a training session in order to be authorized to work at
GVSU for ilie upcoming school yea r. Students who were new

Student supe1v isors sho uld have students call the Human
Resources Office , x2215, to sign up for a session . To find out
if a student employee has attended a training sessio n,
contact the Stude nt Employment Offi ce, x3238.

